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Kelly Lehman, PhD

BIO

Kelly Lehman is a science writer who uses her scientific background to help organizations develop accurate and useful health communications in a variety of public health topics and formats.

In 2016, Lehman earned a Bachelor of Science in biology from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga (UTC). At UTC, Lehman worked as a research fellow studying evolution in ladybeetles, where she developed a passion for science.

This passion led Lehman to pursue a doctorate in Microbiology and Molecular Genetics at Emory University. Her thesis work centered on lipoprotein trafficking in Escherichia coli, a process that is a potential target for antibiotics. During her doctorate, she applied for and was awarded the Ruth L. Kirschstein Predoctoral Individual National Research Service Award, a highly competitive grant from the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Through her doctorate, she published multiple peer reviewed articles and developed a strong background in bacteriology and antibiotic resistance. In 2022, Lehman defended her thesis and graduated with a PhD.

During her thesis work, Lehman realized her passion for science communication. She took on a second job writing for Amy Stone Scientific and Medical Communications, Inc. (ASSMCI). Her first role with Amy Stone was as a social media manager for SelfMade Health Network, a CDC-funded non-profit that addresses cancer and tobacco-related disparities in people with low socioeconomic status characteristics, like low income.

Since 2021, Lehman has continued to work for Amy Stone. She is currently a Senior Science Writer and has worked on a variety of public health topics, including tobacco, cancer, human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), and neurological conditions. Lehman has developed fact sheets, toolkits, website copy, social media posts, a white paper, and more during her time as a science writer. She finds meaning and joy in sharing public health information to address health disparities in a clear, accessible way.


SKILLS
Kelly Lehman, PhD
(865)242-1121  kelly@scimedcomm.com 

· 

· Science writing
· Medical writing
· Copywriting
· Editing
· Plain language writing
· Clear Communication Index
· Evaluation
· Primary research
· Assessment development
· Literature review
· Social media


EDUCATION AND WORK HISTORY

Amy Stone Scientific and Medical Communications, Inc.
Senior Science Writer, Science Writer, and Social Media Manager (2021-present) 

I have worked on a variety of projects for ASSMCI, for clients in the public health, non-profit, and government spheres. The projects encompass a variety of subjects and audiences, but all share a focus on improving health for all. Each project exhibits an ability to help clients meet goals by providing well-researched, high-quality, and highly-polished materials.
Projects

SelfMade Health Network (SMHN)

· CDC-funded non-profit that addresses tobacco- and cancer-related disparities among people with low socioeconomic status characteristics (e.g., low income, lack of insurance)
· Develop content on tobacco, cancer, and non-medical drivers of health, including:
· Fact sheets
· Toolkits
· Op/Eds
· Quarterly newsletters
· Monthly social media calendars for X, LinkedIn, and Facebook
· Social media advertising campaigns
· Increased SMHN’s Facebook following to more than 16,000 followers
Hope for Stomach Cancer
· Non-profit that focuses on stomach cancer awareness and research
· Research, write, and edit for a white paper on gastrointestinal cancers in children and adolescents for researchers, healthcare professionals, and lay audiences
CDC/Association of Diabetes Care and Education (ADCE)/Emory MATCH
· Collaborative agreement between CDC, ADCE, and Emory MATCH with the goal of reducing diabetes and diabetes-related complications
· Write and edit stories about diabetes prevention and management programs receiving CDC funding
NIH’s National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) 
· Subcontract with Banyan Communications
· Research, develop, and edit content for webpages on neurological disorders for a lay audience
· Work as part of a team to develop well-researched, up-to-date content that highlights current NINDS research
Elton John AIDS Foundation
· Subcontract with Courage Forward Strategies
· Part of a team that researched, wrote, and edited a toolkit for expansion of pharmacists’ role in HIV prevention
· Synthesized literature and a variety of resources to write copy based on client goals
· Incorporated client edits and feedback

CDC’s Disability Health and Emergency Preparedness Website

· Subcontract with Banyan Communications
· Wrote website copy for CDC’s Disability Health and Emergency Preparedness website
· Incorporated edits based on multiple rounds of client revisions
· Reviewed copy to ensure that it was in keeping with the CDC Clear Communication Index

Health Action Alliance

· Subcontract with Meteorite
· Helped with the preliminary research and development of a toolkit for businesses to improve HIV awareness and prevention


Macmillan Learning 
Content Developer (2024-present)
	
I use my strong technical and scientific background to create assessment questions for online courses created by Macmillan Learning.
· Write and edit assessment questions for courses using an online learning management system
· Develop and edit assessment content for collegiate-level cell biology, genetics, and microbiology courses
· Review and update content to meet Macmillan goals and standards

Emory University, Microbiology and Molecular Genetics (MMG) 
PhD Candidate (2017-2022) 

As a PhD candidate, I worked in a laboratory setting. My studies and research focused on bacteria, antibiotic resistance, and lipoprotein trafficking in Gram-negative bacteria. During my doctorate, I took part in many opportunities to communicate primary research to peers.
· Wrote a successfully funded NIH grant
· Wrote a review on antibiotics active against outer membrane biogenesis
· Wrote and designed abstracts and posters for scientific conferences
· Authored and co-authored scientific publications
· Wrote a thesis based on my primary research.

PetMart Pharmacy (2016-2017) 

Before I started my doctorate, I worked at an online pet pharmacy. During that time, I was able to write press releases and product information for the website and strategize marketing and media plans to increase customer engagement.

Research Fellow and Independent Studies Student, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga (UTC) (2015-2016) 

At UTC, I was a paid research fellow. During that time, I studied evolution in ladybird beetles.

EDUCATION

Emory University (2017-2022)

Graduated with a PhD from the Microbiology and Molecular Genetics program

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga (UTC) (2013-2016)

Graduated with a BS in Biology, minor in Psychology

Clemson University (2012-2013)

PUBLICATIONS

Lehman KM*, May K*, Marotta J, Grabowicz M. (2023) Genetic analysis reveals a robust and hierarchical recruitment of the LolA chaperone to the LolCDE lipoprotein transporter. mBio. 2024 Jan 9: e0303923. doi: 10.1128/mbio.03039-23. PMID: 38193657

Lehman KM, Smith HC, Grabowicz M. (2022). A Biological Signature for the Inhibition of Outer Membrane Lipoprotein Biogenesis. mBio. 2022 Jun 13: e0075722. doi: 10.1128/mbio.00757-22. PMID: 35695460

Lehman KM, Grabowicz M. (2019). Countering Gram-negative antibiotic resistance: Recent progress in disrupting the outer membrane with novel therapeutics. Antibiotics (Basel). 2019 Sep 24;8(4). pii: E163. doi: 10.3390/antibiotics8040163.

May KL, Lehman KM, Mitchell AM, Grabowicz M. (2019). A stress response monitoring lipoprotein trafficking to the outer membrane. mBio. 2019 May 28;10(3). pii: e00618-19. doi: 10.1128/mBio.00618-19. PMCID: PMC6538781 

Gurnee E, Xu M, Risener CJ, Lehman KM, Nelson K, Swerlick R, Quave C. (2021). Staphylococcal hemolytic potential is correlated with increased severity of atopic dermatitis in children and young adults. Journal of Investigative Dermatology. 2021 Jun; 141(6). pii: 1588-1591. doi: 10.1016/j.jid.2020.11.023. PMID: 33359627

*indicates co-first authors

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

Gordon Research Conferences Cell Surface, Mount Snow, VT. (2022). Lehman KM*, Smith HS, Grabowicz M. Establishing a biological signature for OM lipoprotein biogenesis.

ASM & FEMS World Microbe Forum, e-Conference. (2021). Lehman KM*, Smith HS, Marotta J, Grabowicz M. The outer membrane antibiotic barrier requires efficient lipoprotein transport.  

National Conference of Undergraduate Research, Asheville, NC. (2016). Lehman KM*, O'Neill E, Kajita Y. Comparative wing morphology between native and invasive predatory ladybird beetles.

*indicates presenter

HONORS AND AWARDS 

Ruth L. Kirschstein Predoctoral Individual National Research Service Award (2020-2022)
· F31, National Institute of Allergies and Infectious Disease 

Summa Cum Laude at UTC 
· Awarded to students with a GPA of 3.9 or higher

Alpha Society
· Membership by election only, highest honors society at UTC

Beta Beta Beta
· Member of the UTC chapter of the Biology Honors Society

HOPE Scholarship
· Merit-based HOPE scholarship continuously throughout time at UTC

OTHER EXPERIENCE

ASM Science Communication for Microbiologists Course (2021)
· Course on science communication with elective track in communication to lay audiences
· Culminated in capstone presentation at World Microbe Forum

Co-taught Science Communication Ethics Seminar, Emory University (2021, 2022)
· Designed and taught “Science Communication: Bridging the Gap Between Science and the Community” to Emory graduate students through the Jones Program of Ethics
· Researched and conveyed science communication strategies for increasing diversity and engagement in science communication

Copy Editor, Reviewer for Journal of Emerging Investigators (2021-2022)
· Edited and reviewed journal articles submitted by young scientists
· Provided targeted feedback on improving clarity, presentation, and scientific rigor 


MMG Executive Committee Representative, Emory University (2019-2021)
· Acted as representative for MMG students to faculty on the MMG Executive Committee

Teaching Assistant for a graduate level microbial genetics course, Emory University (2018)

Volunteer Mentor at Post-Secondary Awareness with Success (PAWS) (2014-2015)
· Program to teach elementary school students the life-skills necessary to go to college
